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Opinion piece  

Different learning cultures impact a student's performance, ability to participate and learn.            

The problem of distinct concern is that of student participation in the classroom, therefore, for               

this research, I have examined some literature on student participation, how culture variation             

serves as a factor that affects student engagement.  

This research report investigates the cultural variation of learning through student           

participation between Asia and Australia. The objective is to assist educators in approaching             

the phenomenon of the low participation rate in the classroom, to engage students to be more                

active during class, it can be a reference for the university by providing some suggestions and                

explaining a few approaches that can enhance students' participation. 

Based on The Danielson Group (2011) research (Danielson, 2011), learning culture refers to             

the atmosphere in the classroom and the general tone of the class. One of the articles                

mentions (Chang, Wang, Lin and Huang, 2012), different cultures and history also teaching             

methods may affect the interaction between students and teachers. Universities are committed            

to motivating and improving student engagement rates; however, the degree of student’s            

participation was directly impacted by different cultural and educational backgrounds,          

especially for international students. Apart from cultural differences, there are a lot of factors              

that may affect student participation in class, for example; class size, personality and             

environmental factors that might influence their education performance, directly or indirectly. 

In the research, I have received 38 survey responses of the University students in BCM212.               

By analysing the result of data collection which concludes, student participation is an             

important aspect of student learning. Not surprisingly the survey showed the participation            

rate in class is at an average level, over 60% of students answer questions 1-2 times per class                  

on average. Compared with Asian students, most of the Western students are more inclined to               

engage during class instruction. Since engagement can reach to higher levels of learning,             

many institutes hope to create a better learning atmosphere which can encourage students to              

be an active learner to discuss during the lesson. 

Within my expectation, except for reasons of cultural variation, personality trait is also one of               

the major reasons that prompt students to participate less in the class. Shy students, anxiety               
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and lack of self-confidence are usually viewed as passive participants and considered as a              

reason for student’s non-engaging during class. To enhance student participation, students           

tend to partake in small group activities which are great ways to actively encourage students               

to get involved, especially for some shy students might feel uncomfortable to speak in front               

of the large class. It also gives them a chance to express their ideas in a small group                  

discussion before taking it to a larger group, which is less individual pressure and helps shy                

students to feel more confident to engage in. An active class engagement can enhance              

analytical and higher-level thinking skills. Participation which provides the opportunity to the            

student that receives other knowledge creates new concepts through the discussion in small             

group works. 

The survey gave the highest result, where students are more inclined towards small group              

activities and grading class participation. It shows a greater level of participation when             

student’s contributions were factored into their final grade and assigned to a small group,              

students can be more involved in their learning, deepening the knowledge. Through working             

in a group, students have more knowledge and foster learning and the ability of analysis by                

the group discussion. Organizing small group activities can be especially propitious for            

student’s participation. Found that, compared with a large class activity, small group works             

make students feel more comfortable and less pressure, students are more willing to involve              

in class. It encourages students to engage in class more actively and develop communication              

skills at the same time it can provide a chance for students to gain some feedback on their                  

learning. 

Although the following literature covers a wide variety of such factors which impacted             

student participation, this review will focus on the traditional culture that affects Asian             

students' engagement in class through the literature review. Western students who are more             

actively participating and discussing between the teacher and peers in the classroom,            

therefore the classroom environment is more relaxed and freer. In contrast, based on culture              

variation such as traditional value, education system and culture, Asian students are quieter             

and often depicted as a passive learner in class.  

The research (Chang, Wang, Lin and Huang, 2012) has been that looks at the traditional               

culture in affecting students’ learning behaviour and teacher-student interaction during the           
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class. The Confucian traditional value orientation and mode of thinking on modern education             

have impacted the education thinking of Asian students. The relationship between teachers            

and students in Asian is a vertical relationship, the teacher to be a controller in the classroom.                 

Based on the traditional Asian culture, “Even if someone is your teacher for only a day, you                 

should regard him like your father for the rest of your life.” In Confucian thinking, Chinese                

students view teachers as a model, an authority figure, and a teacher's expertise makes them               

the most important, respected person in the classroom and gives a higher status in society. In                

contrast, the teacher-student relationship in Western is horizontal, students and teachers are            

relatively hierarchical, the teachers-students relationship is closer and equal standing.          

Therefore, students are more willing to talk to their teachers and express their views about an                

argument advanced by the teacher. Hence, students become a passive learner and mostly             

silent in the class by the Confucian Heritage Culture in education. It affects student              

behaviourist learning and engagement. (Tani, 2005) 

From the above analysis, there are great classroom culture differences between Asia and             

Western cultures. A variety of teaching affects student enthusiasm about learning and            

academic performance. In cross-culture comparison, different teaching methods can         

complement each other by optimizing the lesson. Create a teaching and learning culture that              

combines with East and West, to increase students participation, and create an            

internationalized teaching and learning in higher education. 

This study has a data limitation, there is less opportunity to observe and compare student               

participation in different classes since students are all from the same course. Therefore, the              

results cannot be generalized.  
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Original Data 

Gathering information and BCM212 student opinions regarding cultural differences impacted          

student's participation in class, an online survey was created using ‘Google Form’. A series of               

10 questions were posed to participants to answer at their own discretion. The survey was               

completely voluntary and participants were asked to give consent for their responses to be              

published in this report. Participants were asked for consent in Question 10 of the online               

survey.  

The survey URL can be found: https://forms.gle/wh5B8ssPjvWZWkv5A 
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Methodology 

To conduct this study effectively, the quantitative methods were used in the questionnaire as              

a quantitative data collection method. The information provides an in-depth understanding of            

the current situation of student's participation in University and it helps to identify the reason               

which may affect student participation. After analyzing all the resources and data, I have              

found some of them which are similar to this study and can be conducive for me to have a                   

deeper look into this topic and provide some suggestions and feedback to the university              

which can improve student participation in class.  

Survey Questions: 

The following are the 10 questions which were answered by participants. They vary from              

multiple-choice questions to short responses. Questions 2 to 10 are research questions and             

Question 1 asks participants for consent to use their responses for future research.  

1. I confirm that I have read and understand the information sheet for the above study and the                  
participant information and consent form 

 Yes 

 No 

2. Are you an international student or a local student? 

 International student 

 Local student 

2a)  For an international student, what nationality are you? 

3. Do you think it is important to participate in class?  

 Yes 

 No 

4. How often do you participate in class? 

 Never 

 1-2 time per class 

 3-4 time per class 

 5 time or above 
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5. How classroom participation looks like in your classroom 

                         1        2        3        4         5  

Less participate ⇤                                           ⇥ High participate 

6. Participation in class done more good than harm or harm than good? 

 Good than harm 

 Harm than good 

7. What will cause students less to participate in class? 

 Academic ability 

 Cultural variation e.g Languages, education system 

 Class size 

 Personality 

 Course policy e.g Grade 

 Other 

8. Which students are more inclined to answer questions during classroom instruction? 

 Asian including Chinese, Japanese, and others 

 Western student 

 Other 

9. Rate the following which would encourage students to participate more in class? 

 

 The least encourage Less encourage Average Quite encourage The most encourage 

Small group 
activities 

     

Teach with 
Technology 

     

Classworks      

Roll Call 
Question 

     

Grading Class 
Participation 

     

 

10. Suggest the best / interesting method for making students participate actively during             
teaching? 
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Results 

I had received 38 responses and this is the following display of the results of the online                 
survey. 
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Analysis of the data 

I asked “do they think participation is important in class" Question 3. Most of them, more                

than 80 per cent of the respondents (86.6%) answered YES. From the data, I can know that                 

most of the students think class participation is important for them. 

In Question 4, there were 23 respondents (56.1%) answered they normally answered            

questions 1-2 times per lesson. And only 4 of them have respondents (9.8%) that have never                

participated in class. In Question 5 and 6, I can know that students' participation rate in class                 

is mostly on the average level. Most of our respondents are quite inactive in class. Also, I can                  

find all students believe classroom participation does more good than harm to them. 

The question was focused on which type of students are more inclined to answer questions in                

class. Question 8 showed more than half (76.3%) of respondents think Western students are              

more inclined to answer questions in class. Besides, 23.7% of students think Asian and              

Western students are both likely to participate in class, it depends on how familiar students               

are with the topic. Questions7, it showed student personality is one the major factors that               

affected the low participation rate. There are 26 responses illustrated culture variation is the              

other factor cause students less active participate in classroom discussion. Culture influences            

on personality, the morality of humble compliance in Confucianism culture made the Chinese             

people too docile and passive in society. 

As A result of Question 10, there are some interesting suggestions provided by students.              

Clickers, Classroom Response Systems. Students can express their views in complete           

anonymity also enables lecturers to pose questions to students and immediately gather and             

review the responses of the whole class. More, a separate class for international and domestic               

students, the international students can get extra help and increase their academic confidence.             

Therefore, those suggestions can boost Student Participation and increase their curiosity           

which can expand their knowledge. Thus, the above methods might be one of the best to                

improve and motivate the student to learn and succeed. 
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Conclusion 

In conclusion, I found out that cultural variation might possibly led Asian students to become               

a passive and shy learner. The teaching method and education system in Asian schools serves               

to severely restrict creativity and individuality in students, classroom atmospheres are mostly            

dull and boring. Therefore, they are less involved and mostly quiet in class. Institutes              

encourage increased class participation and interaction, most of the lecturers provide and            

create small group activities and discussion to encourage the student to speak more. The high               

engagement and the interactive class environment are important between students and           

teachers, students need to know passive learning is the slowest approach to acquire             

knowledge and affect their learning performance in the future. Although cultural difference            

and personality are the factors affecting class participation, however, students in University            

should be an active learner and tend to do higher-order thinking. Students’ thinking about              

their own learning is a key element which provides the bond between activity and learning.  

Individual motivation affects Asian students’ classroom participation due to the cultural           

discrepancies between Asia and Western countries. Asian students are usually described as            

collectivism, they feel freer and more comfortable to express their ideas within a small group               

activity. (Xiang, 2017) This feeling of togetherness encouraged them to be more involved in              

the group. Compared to Western students, Asian students normally humbler and quieter.            

Although they knew that lack of participation might negatively affect their academic            

performance, they are also unwilling to be more actively engaged in the classroom             

discussions.  

In contrast, Westernt country, the educational content is set by instructor. Teachers will find              

suitable teaching methods for students, therefore Western teaching is often a humorous            

approach that is both enlightening and entertaining also to get along well with students.              

Western countries often used student-centered teaching methods. The purpose is to cultivate            

students' self-learning, improve interest and ability in learning, such as communication skills ,             

teamwork skills and problems solving skills which can promote the healthy development of             

students' personalities. 

At the end of the survey, the participants were asked to provide some interesting suggestions               

regarding increasing the level of students’ classroom engagement based on their own            
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experiences and thoughts. Through the survey and articles, it found that group activities are              

the most effective and motivate students' participation.  

Small in-class group activities help reinforce cohesion and group unity. Group activities help             

students feel engaged and subsequently to learn more. If the class size is smaller, that               

encourages students to participate in the class more often. When students contribute more             

time in group work, they can reach deeper learning in class as well as strengthen their skills,                 

such as communication. Besides, group work encourages students to develop teamwork skills            

and social interactions. (Burke, 2011) It is not only beneficial for their academic performance              

and also their future.  

Although there was a great classroom difference between Western and Asian, both University             

and educators need to understand different teaching in other countries, and draw upon the              

benefit from each other to achieve higher quality and boost global education development. 
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Annotated Bibliography 

In this study, I aim at finding out how cultural variation affected students' participation. Most               

of the students think due to the culture difference, most of the Asian students are shy and                 

passive. And most of their classroom atmosphere is quite less motivating, students and             

teachers become less interactive in the classroom. In order to enhance student participation,             

teachers and schools need to create and establish plans and activities to strengthen students'              

engagement. When students become an active learner, it will benefit student learning and             

have a deeper understanding of the topic, as students are engaging with the content rather               

than simply listening to it. Does culture variation actually impact on student participation in              

class? or is there another reason? This is the objective of my research. 

 

● Chang, T., Wang, T., Lin, H. and Huang, H., 2012. When West Meets East: The 

Classroom Interaction between a Western Professor and Taiwanese Undergraduate 

Students. Research in Education Sciences, [online] 57(3), pp.22-57(31). Available at: 

<http://ericdata.com/tw/detail.aspx?no=150160> [Accessed 4 June 2020].  

This research investigated the teaching experiences of Alex, a professor of Greece, 

who taught in a psychology-related field in a Taiwanese university. This study found 

that the cultural differences regarding teaching and learning posed significant 

challenges for him. Through the classroom observation and interviews between 

teacher and student, he provides some teaching suggestions for Taiwan in order to 

increase the student interactive in class. 

● Tani, M., 2005. Quiet, but only in class: Reviewing the in-class participation of Asian 

students. Higher Education Research and Development Society of Australia 

Conference, [online] 5, pp.3-5,7. Available at: 

<https://conference.herdsa.org.au/2005/pdf/non_refereed/030.pdf> [Accessed 3 June 

2020].  

The purpose of this report is to show the visible differences that Asian students bring 

to class is a low level of in-class and there are insights that are made in the literature 

on Asian students’ learning and participation. It also explained the reason that caused 

low participation of Asian students, how Asian culture’ in affecting students’ 
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behaviour, and the impact of Confucianism in shaping the values and public 

behaviours of Asian. Besides, it explained the relationship between the student and 

the teacher in Asia. These insights gave me a  better understanding of the silencing 

behaviour which was observed in class. 

● Xiang, B., 2017. Classroom Engagement and Participation Among Chinese 

International Graduate Students: A Case Study. [online] University of Windsor, 

pp.5-9, 24-27, 72-74. Available at: 

<https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7030&context=etd> 

[Accessed 7 Jun. 2020]. (Xiang, 2017) 

This article has provided an insight of the level of Chinese international graduate students’ 

classroom engagement and participation in Canadian university classrooms. It mentions that 

culture is one of the key factors that prevent most students from engaging and participating in 

classroom discussions and may also show  differences as a result of their backgrounds.  

The researcher of this article had found that some students who are not familiar with another 

culture may keep silent and have little or no interactions with other classmates or instructors 

to avoid embarrassment. This unfamiliarity leads to low involvement in classrooms. 

  

17 



Reference List 

1. Danielson, C., 2011. The Framework for Teaching Evaluation Instrument DOMAIN 2 

The Classroom Environment. [ebook] The Danielson Group, pp.1-6. Available at: 

<http://static.pdesas.org/content/documents/danielson_rubric_36.pdf> [Accessed 7 

Jun. 2020].  

2. Schritter, T., n.d. How to Participate in Class and Why it’s Important – Colleges of 

Distinction. [online] Colleges of Distinction. Available at: 

<https://collegesofdistinction.com/advice/how-to-participate-in-class-and-why-its-imp

ortant/> [Accessed 7 Jun. 2020].  

3. Weimer, M., 2011. 10 Benefits of Getting Students to Participate in Classroom 

Discussions. [online] Faculty Focus | Higher Ed Teaching & Learning. Available at: 

<https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/teaching-and-learning/10-benefits-of-getting-

students-to-participate-in-classroom-discussions/> [Accessed 7 Jun. 2020].  

4. UKEssays. November 2018. The Effects and Importance of Classroom Participation. 

[online]. Available from: 

https://www.ukessays.com/essays/education/the-effects-and-importance-of-classroom

-participation-education-essay.php?vref=1 [Accessed 6 June 2020].  

5. Hodkinson, C. and Poropat, A., 2020. Chinese students' participation: The effect of 

cultural factors. Education + Training, [online] 56(5), pp.430-446. Available at: 

<https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270799147_Chinese_students'_participatio

n_The_effect_of_cultural_factors> [Accessed 7 Jun. 2020].  

6. Tani, M., 2005. Quiet, but only in class: Reviewing the in-class participation of Asian 

students. Higher Education Research and Development Society of Australia 

Conference, [online] 5, pp.3-5,7. Available at: 

<https://conference.herdsa.org.au/2005/pdf/non_refereed/030.pdf> [Accessed 3 Jun. 

2020].  

7. Burke, A., 2011. Group Work: How to Use Groups Effectively. The Journal of 

Effective Teaching, [online] 11(2), pp.87-95. Available at: 

<https://uncw.edu/jet/articles/vol11_2/burke.pdf> [Accessed 7 Jun. 2020]. 

8. Chuah, S., 2020. Teaching East-Asian Students: Some Observations | The Economics 

Network. [online] Economicsnetwork.ac.uk. Available at: 

18 



<https://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/showcase/chuah_international> [Accessed 7 

Jun. 2020]. 

9. Brame, C., 2016. Active Learning. [online] Vanderbilt University Center for 

Teaching. Available at: <https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/active-learning/> 

[Accessed 7 Jun. 2020].  

10. Linstitute, 2019. 浅谈中西方文化背景下的教育差异 | | 翰林学院. [online] Linstitute.net. 

Available at: <https://www.linstitute.net/archives/61627> [Accessed 8 Jun. 2020]. 

(Linstitute, 2019) 

11. read01, 2020. 中西方課堂文化有何不同？. [online] read01. Available at: 

<https://read01.com/yxN8QJ.html#.XtdB_p4zZ8Z> [Accessed 8 Jun. 2020]. (read01, 2020) 

12. Lei, R. and Chen, H., 2020. 中西方课堂文化差异小议. [online] North China Electric Power 

University: People Education Press. Available at: 

<http://old.pep.com.cn/ge/jszx/jxyj/jylw/201103/t20110303_1025437.htm> [Accessed 8 

Jun. 2020]. (Lei and Chen, 2020) 

13. KANG, Y. and BI, Y., 2007. 文化差异对学生学习模式的影响 Impact of Cultural Differences of 

the Styles on Students’Learning. Journal of Hebei Polytechnic University (Social Science 

Edition), [online] 02. Available at: 

<http://gb.oversea.cnki.net/KCMS/detail/detail.aspx?filename=HLXB200702045&dbcode=

CJFD&dbname=cjfd2007> [Accessed 8 Jun. 2020]. (KANG and BI, 2007) 

 

 

 

 

19 


